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Four-Part   Harmony  
 

When  a  Barbershop  Quartet  looks  at  a  new  piece  of  music,  the  notes  that  are  written  on  the  page  are  already                      
in   harmony.   The   quartet   is   not   fixing   the   chords   so   that   they   will   harmonize.   
 
The  singer’s  job  is  to  interpret  the  score  in  such  a  way  as  to  find  the  harmony  that  is  already  there  and  adjust                        
the   delivery   so   it   sounds   that   way.  
 
That  is  how  it  works  with  with  the  four  gospels.  We  don’t  need  to  try  and  make  them  fit  together.  The  harmony                       
is  already  there.  We  just  need  to  discover  how  the  Holy  Spirit  has  already  harmonized  the  four  writings  and                    
then   preach   it   that   way.  
 

“All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for                 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness:  That  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly               
furnished   unto   all   good   works.”   –   2nd   Timothy   3:16-17  

 
The  four  gospel  writers  were  inspired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  write  their  personal  accounts.  This  means  that  they                    
are   writing   with   their   own   understanding,   but   God   is   the   author.   Therefore,   everything   they   tell   us   is   true.  
 
In  the  coming  months  and  years,  we  will  attempt  to  discover  the  harmony  of  the  four  gospel  accounts  not                    
create  a  harmony.  If  the  Holy  Spirit  breathed  these  words  to  men,  then  He  is  the  ultimate  author  and  His  words                      
are   already   in   harmony.  
 
Our  “Walk  Through  the  Gospels”  here  at  Mount  Paran  Primitive  Baptist  Church  will  be  a  lengthy  journey  but  it                    
will   be   a   profitable   one   —   for   there   is   no   greater   subject   to   study   than   the   Lord   Jesus   Christ!  
 
May   God   bless   us   to   learn   more   about   the   King   of   kings   and   our   Great   Redeemer.  

 
 
 

Why   Four   Gospels?  
 

“One  witness  shall  not  rise  up  against  a  man  for  any  iniquity,  or  for  any  sin,  in  any  sin  that  he                      
sinneth:  at  the  mouth  of  two  witnesses,  or  at  the  mouth  of  three  witnesses,  shall  the  matter  be                   
established.”   –   Deuteronomy   19:15  

 
When  a  person  first  approaches  the  Bible  to  read  it,  he  may  be  surprised  to  find  four  different  records  of  the  life                       
of  Jesus.  However,  we  should  not  be  surprised  that  the  Holy  Spirit  chose  to  preserve  the  details  of  our  Savior                     
in  this  way.  He,  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  simply  being  true  to  the  rule  God  set  forth  for  trial  proceedings;  a  person                       
cannot  be  convicted  on  the  word  of  a  single  witness.  At  least  two  witnesses  are  necessary  for  a  proper  verdict                     
to  be  reached,  and  three  is  even  better.  Not  only  does  the  Holy  Spirit  follow  this  rule,  He  exceeds  it!  We  have                       
four   witness   accounts   to   the   life   of   the   Savior,   Jesus   Christ.  
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So,   why   more   than   one   record?   Wouldn’t   it   be   easier   just   to   read   one   detailed   account   to   learn   about   Jesus?  
 
These  are  excellent  questions  but  let  us  consider  why  the  Lord  required  at  least  two  witnesses  in  a  trial.  If  we                      
have  the  testimony  of  only  one  person,  who  is  to  say  whether  or  not  he  is  telling  the  truth?  The  person  could                       
record  only  the  details  he  desires  and  put  any  slant  on  the  story  he  would  like.  We  see  this  happen  in  the  news                        
media  all  the  time.  But  if  we  have  multiple  witnesses,  we  will  get  several  views  of  the  same  events  from                     
different   perspectives   and   understandings.  
 
Moreover,  the  fact  that  each  of  the  writers  does  not  record  the  exact  same  events  in  the  same  way  adds  even                      
more  credibility.  If  multiple  witnesses  were  to  speak  with  identical  testimonies,  then  we  could  rightly  suspect                 
they   rehearsed   a   lie   together   before   telling   others.  
 
Just  like  witnesses  to  a  crime  see  things  from  their  own  perspective,  the  gospel  writers  view  the  life  of  Jesus                     
from  their  respective  points-of-view.  Each  also  has  a  different  initial  audience  in  mind  and  a  varying  reasons  for                   
writing  the  account  all-together.  Yet,  each  was  directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  pen  down  what  they  saw.  We  have,                     
in   these   four   gospels,   everything   we   need   to   know   about   the   life,   ministry,   and   passion   of   our   Savior.  
 
 

Matthew’s   Perspective  
 

“And  the  multitudes  that  went  before,  and  that  followed,  cried,  saying,  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of                 
David:   Blessed   is   he   that   cometh   in   the   name   of   the   Lord;   Hosanna   in   the   highest.”  

  –   Matthew   21:9  
 
“And  when  Jesus  departed  thence,  two  blind  men  followed  him,  crying,  and  saying,  Thou  Son  of                 
David,   have   mercy   on   us.”   –   Matthew   9:27  

 
Matthew,  who  is  also  called  Levi,  was  a  Jewish  publican  (Matthew  10:3).  This  means  he  collected  taxes  from                   
his  fellow  Jews  to  pay  to  the  Jewish  and  Roman  governments.  Publicans  were  hated  even  more  than  our                   
modern  IRS  because  they  supplemented  their  income  by  charging  too  much  and  skimming  the  profits  off  the                  
top.   Basically,   they   profited   by   stealing   from   fellow   Jews.  
 
The  Lord  had  need  of  Matthew  in  His  service  so  He  called  him  to  be  a  disciple.  The  Pharisees,  and  others                      
objected,  but  Jesus  explains  that  Matthew  was  only  a  sinner  but  now  he  has  been  called  to  repentance                   
(Matthew   9:13).  
 
As  seen  in  the  scriptures  quoted  above,  Matthew  writes  his  gospel  from  the  view  of  a  Jew  seeing  Jesus  as  the                      
fulfillment  of  Old  Testament  prophecies.  He  emphasizes  that  Jesus  is  the  promised  Messiah  and  King  (Son  of                  
David).  
 
The  genealogy  in  Chapter  one  is  the  line  of  Joseph  through  King  David,  to  Abraham.  This  is  the  "father's"                    
lineage,   the   royal   bloodline,   and   the   promise   to   Abraham   the   Jews   would   desire   to   see.  
Wise  men  come  and  worship  Him  and  He  is  seen  commanding  angels  as  the  Captain  of  the  hosts  of  heaven.                     
His  initial  audience  would  have  been  his  fellow  Jews,  whom  he  was  attempting  to  convince  that  Jesus  is  the                    
King   for   whom   they   were   waiting.  
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Mark’s   Perspective  
 

“For  even  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a                      
ransom   for   many.”   –   Mark   10:45  

 
Mark  (John  Mark)  was  a  cousin  to  Barnabas  (Col.  4:10).  He  was  a  young  man  when  we  find  him  in  the  book  of                        
Acts  chapter  12.  He  grew  up  in  the  church  in  Jerusalem,  it  actually  met  in  his  mother’s  house  (Acts  12:12).                     
James,  the  half  brother  of  Jesus,  was  his  pastor.  He  heard  James  and  Peter  preach  on  a  regular  basis.  He                     
travels  with  Paul  and  Barnabas  and  was  actually  a  point  of  contention  between  these  two  when  he  wanted  to                    
return  home  sick.  In  2nd  Timothy  4:11,  Paul  tells  Timothy  to  bring  Mark  with  him  because  he  is  profitable.  They                     
had   obviously   reconciled   and   Mark   had   become   a   beneficial   minister   of   the   gospel.  
 
Mark  may  be  the  young  slipping  away  from  capture  in  Mark  14:51-52.  Other  than  this  instance,  we  have  no                    
inspired  record  of  Mark  during  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  Most  historians  attribute  his  gospel  account  as  a  record  of                    
the  things  that  Peter  preached  concerning  Jesus.  Peter  refers  to  him  as  his  son  (in  the  ministry)  in  1st  Peter                     
5:13.  We  may  never  know  for  certain  the  human  connection,  but  the  Spiritual  inspiration  in  The  Gospel                  
according   to   Mark   is   quite   evident.  
 
Mark’s  initial  audience  was  generally  Gentile.  His  lack  of  genealogy  and  other  things  important  to  the  Jews                  
bears  this  out.  Mark  also  explains  some  Jewish  customs  and  defines  some  Aramaic  words  for  the  benefit  of  his                    
Greek  audience.  He  traveled  with  Paul  on  several  occasions,  and  met  a  lot  of  Gentiles.  He  records  more                   
miracles  than  the  other  authors  showing  the  servant  ethic.  Mark’s  general  picture  of  Jesus  is  as  the  suffering                   
servant.  
 
This   is   the   view   of   Jesus   that   Paul   had   in   mind   when   he   taught   us   to   imitate   Christ.  
 

“Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus:  Who,  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought                     
it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God:  But  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the                    
form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men:  And  being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,                     
he   humbled   himself,   and   became   obedient   unto   death,   even   the   death   of   the   cross.”   

–   Philippians   2:5-8  
 
 

Luke’s   Perspective  
 

“Forasmuch  as  many  have  taken  in  hand  to  set  forth  in  order  a  declaration  of  those  things  which                   
are  most  surely  believed  among  us,  Even  as  they  delivered  them  unto  us,  which  from  the                 
beginning  were  eyewitnesses,  and  ministers  of  the  word;  It  seemed  good  to  me  also,  having                
had  perfect  understanding  of  all  things  from  the  very  first,  to  write  unto  thee  in  order,  most                  
excellent  Theophilus,  That  thou  mightest  know  the  certainty  of  those  things,  wherein  thou  hast               
been   instructed.”   –   Luke   1:1-4  

 
During  the  early  years  of  the  church,  the  Apostles  and  others  ministers  regularly  preached  about  the  events  of                   
Jesus'  life  in  their  sermons.  The  four  inspired  gospel  accounts  had  not  yet  been  written  so  many  people  began                    
recording  these  stories  and  collecting  them  into  accounts  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  Not  being  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit,                     
this  led  to  inaccuracies  and  confusion  in  the  historical  record.  In  his  gospel  account,  Luke  refers  to  these                   
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multiple  uninspired  accounts  and  states  that  the  record  he  has  is  the  perfect  record.  His  gospel,  along  with                   
those  of  Matthew,  Mark  and  John,  are  the  only  trustworthy  accounts  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  are                    
complete   and   have   proven   to   be   true   having   stood   the   test   of   time   and   research.  
 
Luke  was  a  medical  doctor  (Colossians  4:14)  and  a  companion  of  the  Apostle  Paul  most  likely  meeting  him  in                    
Antioch  of  Syria.  He  also  wrote  the  Book  of  Acts  as  an  eyewitness  to  most  of  those  events.  He  is  the  only                       
Gentile  author  of  a  New  Testament  Book.  His  Gentile  approach  and  audience  begs  a  detailed,  orderly  account                  
of   the   events   in   the   life   of   Jesus   based   upon   multiple   eyewitness   accounts.  
 
His  audience  was  initially  a  single  man  of  God,  Theophilus.  He  writes  to  him  proving  that  the  Christian  Faith  is                     
based  on  true  and  verifiable  evidences.  Luke  often  refers  to  Christ  as  the  “Son  of  Man”  which  emphasizes  the                    
fact  that  Jesus  was  a  man  in  the  flesh.  His  genealogy  runs  all  the  way  back  to  Adam,  proving  the  humanity                      
that  is  in  Christ.  And,  in  contrast  to  Matthew,  Luke  shows  angels  ministering  unto  Jesus  as  they  do  other                    
humans.  
 
Luke’s  purpose  is  to  assure  believers  that  what  they  have  been  taught  is  true  and  can  be  trusted  for  peace  and                      
comfort.   Luke   shows   us   that   Jesus   Christ   was   the   perfect   man   for   us.  
 
 

John’s   Perspective  
 

“And  many  other  signs  truly  did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples,  which  are  not  written  in                   
this  book:  But  these  are  written,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God;                    
and   that   believing   ye   might   have   life   through   his   name.”   –   John   20:30-31  

 
John  is  the  “unidentified”  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  (John  13:23).  He  wrote  the  gospel  as  well  as  the  three                    
small  letters  bearing  his  name,  and  the  Book  of  Revelation.  He  was  one  of  the  original  twelve  disciples  and  the                     
only  one  to  live  to  an  old  age.  He  and  his  older  brother  were  sons  of  a  man  named  Zebedee.  In  Matthew                       
chapter  4,  they  are  with  their  father  in  a  ship  in  the  sea  of  Galilee.  They  are  mending  their  nets  when  Jesus                       
calls  them.  They  drop  their  work  and  follow  immediately.  He,  along  with  Peter  and  James,  were  the  only                   
witnesses  to  the  raising  of  Jarius’  daughter  from  the  dead,  the  transfiguration,  and  the  agony  in  Gethsemane.                  
After   the   persecution   in   Jerusalem,   John   is   probably   centered   out   of   Ephesus.  
 
John’s  gospel  account  is  very  different  than  the  other  three  “synoptic”  gospels  that  give  a  synopsis  of  the  life  of                     
Christ.  John  does  not  include  as  many  historical  details  but  rather  focuses  on  many  important  doctrinal  and                  
theological  points.  John’s  emphasis  is  on  the  fact  that  Jesus  is  God.  He  begins  before  the  incarnation  showing                   
that  Jesus  has  always  been  God  the  Word.  John  also  shows  the  dual  nature  of  Jesus,  being  God  and  man  at                      
the   same   time,   refuting   the   Gnostic   claims   just   like   Luke   did.  
 
John  records  his  purpose  for  writing  his  gospel  account  in  John  20:31.  He  desires  that  his  readers  have  a  full                     
understanding  of  the  deity  of  Christ  so  that  they  may  live  a  life  of  liberty  in  Jesus.  It  can  therefore  be  concluded                       
that   John   was   writing   to   believers   who   wanted   to   understand   even   more   deeply   Who   their   Savior   was.  
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